
Pic 1: ID card–In the spring, New Michigan 
Voter ID cards were purposely mailed to alert 
voters to if they were a part of redistricting 
changes done by the state’s independent 
redistricting commission.  

 
 
  
Pic 2: verification card—
A blue residency-verification may show up in 
your mailbox if a former resident has not 
updated his/her registration after moving out or 
if it was the last U.S. residence before an 
enlisted person began serving overseas. You 
can write “doesn’t live here” on it, or simply 
just put it back into the mailbox for your carrier 
to return to your local clerk.  
 
 
 
Clearing up Voter ID Cards & Voter Rolls 

 

 This spring, new identification cards were sent to every Michigan resident 

registered to vote. Questions abounded. Why were they mailed out? And 

what are they even really used for?  

 Every ten years when the federal census is completed, states review their 

legislative and congressional districts and have the option to redraw the 

lines.  

 According to the Brennan Center for Justice, “Because communities 

change, redistricting is critical to our democracy: maps must be redrawn 

to ensure that districts are equally populated, comply with laws such as 

the Voting Rights Act, and are otherwise representative of a state’s 

population. Done right, redistricting is a chance to create maps that, in 

the words of John Adams, are an ‘exact portrait, a miniature’ of the 

people as a whole.”  

 After redistricting, voter ID cards are mailed to every registered voter 

to verify if the recipient was part of a redistricting change. The cards 

show each voter’s township, congressional district, and voting precinct 



(Basically the geographic area politically represented and where one 

goes to vote). This is needed information to research which 

candidate(s) would best represent you and also who to contact when 

you have suggestions or concerns. 

 There were changes for both Jackson and Lenawee County. Jackson 

county voters went from having input on House of Representative seats 

in districts 64 and 65 to being split into four districts: 45, 46, 47, and 48. 

Additionally, Jacksonians will gain a Michigan Senate seat going from 

District 16 to now being split between District 14 and 17 with 14 having 

the most Jackson County coverage.  

 The fifth U.S. Congressional District was also redrawn and now all of 

Jackson County resides within that as well as all of Lenawee County 

and all of southern MI stretching from east to west coasts of the state.  

Lenawee residents saw additional changes now being divided into four 

State House Districts and two Senate Districts as well being 

incorporated into the new 16th Congressional District with Monroe 

County.  

 Though the Voter ID card does not have to be presented to vote, it 

does confirm that the signed holder is registered and can confirm voter 

information is correct as the card typically includes the voter’s name 

and home mailing address. 

 The mass card mailing also triggers a phase of state-wide voter roll 

clean-up. As people move in and out of cities and the state, they do not 

always update their voter registration. Though the State of MI does 

belong to a multi-state voter information-sharing database, only 30 of 

the states are currently participating. Therefore, some people are more 

difficult to track without individuals’ assistance.  

 With the challenges of obtaining a Secretary of State appointment in 

the Covid-years, many folks did not apply for a new license each time 

they moved. Instead, they waited until their license expired. Thus, there 

were delays in keeping up with where voters actually lived. (To clarify, 

this did not allow for voting in multiple places as voters within the state 

are tracked and can only be issued one ballot.) However, it does create 



the continuous mailing of forms and cards to outdated permanent 

addresses which often irritate and confuse new residents.  

 The state process of voter file clean up does take a while as it is set 

up to safe-guard against malicious misinformation and unjust 

cancellation against individuals. If a voter does not update their 

information after moving to a new city or state, it can take up to eight 

years (two national election cycles) to cancel a voter’s registration.  

 The return of the voter ID card to the clerk’s office as “undeliverable” 

by the post office or rejected by the new resident, starts the process. A 

verify-residency blue postcard is then mailed to the voter’s last known 

address. (Usually, this is where the post card was also sent.) As 

redundant as that seems, it does create a second official check to reach 

the voter and allow for clarification if it reaches the intended recipient. 

Upon reaching the intended, the response card allows the voter to 

confirm, cancel, or update his or her registration.  

 If this card is also returned without the voter’s comments, the voter is 

put on the cancellation countdown at the Secretary of State. Voting in 

an election with proof of residency or updating registration is needed to 

stop the cancellation of voting rights in Michigan before the eight years 

are up.  

 A lengthy process, with additional mailing costs and potential 

aggravation to current residents, could all be avoided. If you know of a 

family member, friend, or community member who has moved out of 

the state, encourage them to email or call their former township clerk to 

cancel their registration.  

 If they have moved within the state, they can update their registration 

online at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/RegisterVoter, at any Secretary of 

State office, their township office, a military recruitment office for 

persons enlisting in the armed forces, or even any office for clients 

receiving services through the Department of Human Services, 

Department of Community Health, and Michigan Rehabilitation 

Services.  

 (Remember, your legal signature when registering, or updating 

registration, is used to verify your absentee ballot applications, ballot 



submissions, and your identity. Be consistent. If your signature has 

changed significantly through the years due to health issues or age, you 

can go into the Secretary of State or your clerk’s office to re-sign to 

update the digital file. This will help avoid problems with voter 

identification and verification during an election cycle.) 

 Please note, with the general election coming up in November, 

updating one’s registration needs to be completed—at the latest—15 

days before the election. After that, voters must register in person with 

proof of 30-day residency in the new location in order to vote. 

Otherwise, they can vote in their old township one last time.  

 And if someone has passed on? A family member, friend, or 

community member can take a newspaper printed obituary, newspaper 

listing of the deceased, or a death certificate to the clerk’s office to have 

that voter’s registration cancelled. This can be especially helpful if the 

person passed while out of the state.  

 An additional aid to your clerks would be to send in a reliable phone 

number or email. That information is not required when registering to 

vote or updating information at other agencies. However, if an issue 

arises, it is a much quicker way to contact a voter to resolve a problem 

than having to put a letter in the mail.  

 Questions? Check out the State of Michigan Voter Information Center 

at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/ or reach out to your local clerks.  

  

https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/

